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DISCIPLESHIPPATH.COM 
This content was originally published as a Discipleship Pathway resource at DiscipleshipPath.com.  It 
is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.  

You are free to share this content with others.  You may copy and redistribute the material in any 
medium or format, as well as adapt, remix, transform, or build upon the material for any purpose.  
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

Under these terms, you must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if 
changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the 
licensor endorses you or your use. 

You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing 
anything the license permits. 

 

LEARN MORE AT DISCIPLESHIPPATH.COM 

DiscipleshipPath.com provides an outcome-based pathway for one on one discipleship.  This guided 
journey through the basics of the Christian faith is a mix of original and curated content created by the 
church for the church.   

DiscipleshipPath.com was created by pastors Phil Wiseman and Megan Koch at Table Church in Des 
Moines, IA.  You can contact them directly at hello@tablechurchdsm.org.   

Table Church exists to invite people to the way of Jesus.  We pursue God, create belonging, do justice, 
and make disciples.  Find more discipleship tools at tablechurchdsm.org/resources.   
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INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY 
Getting Under the Surface with Scripture 
 
Inductive Bible Study is an incredible way to encounter God’s Word. Often when we read the Bible, we take it in 
quickly, or we read it at face value. Consider the difference between looking at a postcard from the ocean, and what it’s 
like to put on a wetsuit and get underwater to explore it yourself. Inductive study invites us to take a deep dive into 
scripture.  

To add another illustration, you could look at it this way: every passage of scripture we read is like a prism. We read it 
one way, then turn it in the light to examine it from another angle. Suddenly we discover there are endless things to 
uncover and experience within even just one small passage of God’s Word.  

This is the living Word of God; God is constantly speaking and revealing himself to us; especially through scripture. So 
when we dive into a passage inductively, we can be confident that God is present, active, and talking to us as we study. 
You can encounter God right now through his Word, and this experience can change you, if you let it.  

Experiment with this practice, then complete it with more passages.  You’ll never run out of new things to discover. 

THE PRACTICE 

Set aside at least 30 minutes for this exercise.  

1. Read through the IVCF Inductive Study Guide included with this resource.  Print or save it for future reference. 

2. Inductive study works best with a study bible, but if you don’t have one, that’s ok. Get your bible ready, and your 
journal as well.  

3. Open your bible to 1 John 1. Take yourself through the passage slowly. Walk through the chapter step by step as the 
guide directs. Do not rush.  

Don’t jump from one step to another quickly. Just when you think you’ve seen all you can see, press in a little farther 
before you move on; God might have even more for you if you stick around a while.  He often does. 

4. Journal your notes and what God reveals to you. Return to them in a day or two to see how those words have been 
active in your life.  

 


